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He Said, “Be Still” 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 


E SAID, “Be still”; and I was very 
still— 
No more a part of all life’s fret and 
rush, 
But laid aside, immobilized, until 
The heavy hours lengthened to a hush 
Of dreary days that closed on emptiness. 
How could the spirit, valiant though 
it be, 
Exchange the challenges of storm and 
stress, 
For solitude and inactivity? 


Then I remembered that He said, “Be 
still, 
And know that I am God”—and all 
was changed: 
The knowledge of His presence came to 
fill 
Each idle moment. I was not estranged 
In some far country, unfamiliar, grim. 
Shut out from things—I was shut in with 
Him. 


bd 


Good Things in Old Books 


One of the Apostle Paul’s instruc- 
tions to his son in the faith, Timothy, 
was: “Till I come, give attendance to 
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine” (1 
Tim. 4:13). It seems likely that he did 
not mean that Timothy was to limit his 
reading exclusively to the Scriptures, 
for at the close of his Second Letter he 
asked him to bring “the books, but espe- 


cially the parchments” (2 Tim. 4:13). 
‘When the Editor discovers good things 
in old books—as he often does—he likes 
to pass on nuggets to Tres readers, 
though he regrets that these books are 
often out of print and hard to get. This 
summer he has been enjoying “The Life 
of the Rev. Philip Henry,” by his illus- 
trious son, Matthew Henry, author of 
the six-volume commentary. (This book 
was lent to him through the kindness 
of Mr. Geoffrey Williams, director of 
the Evangelical Library, 78a, Chiltern 
St., London, W. 1; which Library has a 
tremendous stock of Christian books and 
is willing to lend them to conscientious 
readérs, even in other countries, who 
will be careful to return them.) So 
there probably will be several Editorial 
Notes this summer displaying gems from 
the treasure store of Philip and Mat- 
thew Henry. The father, who had 
prayers twice a day and was kind and 
loving in the Christian training of his 
children, “would observe, sometimes, 
that there are five good lessons, which 
they are blessed, who learn in the days 
of their youth. (1) To remember their 
Cgeator. Not only remember that you 


have a Creator, but remember him to 
love him, and fear him, and serve him. 
(2) To come to Jesus Christ. ‘Every 
man : that hath heard, and hath 
learned of the Father, cometh unto me.’ 
Behold, he calls you; he encourages you 
to come to him. He will in no wise 
cast you out. (3) To bear the yoke in 
youth. The yoke is that which young 
ones cannot endure. But it is good for 
them to bear it. The yoke of the Cross. 
If God lay affliction on you when young, 
do not murmur, but bear that cro, . It 
is good to be trained up in the sch, = of 
affliction. The yoke of Christ. Tse 
my yoke.’ It is an easy yoke; ‘his com- 
mandments are not grievous.’ (4) To 
flee youthful lusts. Those who are 
taught of God have learned this. See 
that you do not love your pleasures 
more than the sanctifying of the Sab- 
bath. ... (5) To cleanse their way. 
How? ‘By taking heed thereto accord- 
ing to thy word.’ Love your Bibles. 
Meditate in them day and night. And, 
if you do thus, you are taught of God.” 
Surely this is just as good advice for 
us today as it was three hundred years 
ago! 


The Lord Is My Shepherd 


An extract from a letter to a friend by Wade C. Smith 


PEAKING of your comfortable 
S home, have you thought of it as 
“green pastures” and “still waters” 
—apropos of the Twenty-third Psalm? 
I have just recently made a wonderful 
discovery—for myself in that Psalm. 
Perhaps it is not new to you, and doubt- 
less others have thought of it in the 
same way, but I never heard it before; 
and you know when the Spirit gives 
you something out of the Word that 
you have heard from no other, it thrills 
you in a peculiar way. 
“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me” 
(John 10:27). 




















want.” Needn’t go’ any further, for the 
whole blessed truth is in that opening 
sentence. The verses which follow are 
simply the details of what is spoken in 
the first. I shall be in want of nothing 
which He, my Shepherd, does not supply. 
The whole thought is in supply and pro- 
tection, as we think of the Oriental shep- 
herd guiding and guarding his sheep. 
“He maketh me to lie down im green 
pastures: he leadeth me beside the still 
waters.” The shepherd is alert to bring 
his sheep to luscious green grass—the 
food it most needs—and to clear, cool 
waters to quench its thirst. As I sit 
down to a satisfying meal, I say, “Thank 
you, Lord, for the green pastures,” for 
He provides it. My home, where I rest 
and am at ease—He provided it; my 
lovely daughter, “Lit,” my prayer pal 
and housekeeper—He gave her to me, as 
also the sweet memory of her mother, 
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gone before; my work—-interesting, ab- 
sorbing—and the strength and mind for 
it—He gave it; my friends (you, for in- 
stance) and wonderful fellowship—He 
gave them. Green pastures, green pas- 
tures, all around me; I revel in them; 
I “lie down” in them! In West Virginia 
they claim that the grass is so rich the 
cattle “lie down by nine o’clock in the 
morning.” They do not have to graze 
all day to get enough. Abundance! 

“My cup runneth over”! And to meet 
spiritual needs, which are far more im- 
portant, a wonderful Saviour! Think 
what He did for me! And the marvel- 
ous Word, preserved through the ages, 
intact, in clear type with its irrefutable 
Truth; and the Holy Spirit at my elbow 
and in my heart to make plain the 
meaning for me! Unspeakable! See 
what He is doing for me right now in 
this Twenty-third Psalm. 

Not only what He did, but what He is 
doing. My Shepherd died for me to 


save me; then He rose again to keep me.. 


His saving and His keeping power—for 
me. It is all too much, too wonderful to 
catalogue. "Twould require the sky for 
a to»slet and the ocean full of ink. 

“Most important of all—protection. 
“Thou preparest a table before me in 
the presence of mine enemies.” Who are 
my enemies? I don’t believe I have a 
human enemy in the world, or ever had 
one; but, far more dangerous and ruth- 
less, cruel, my worst enemies are in my 


own heart—a kind of “fifth column,” ‘ 


directed by the arch enemy, Satan. 
Doubts, fears, resentments, rebellious- 
ness, impunities; I hate them, but they 
are so subtle, so quick, so stealthy, so 
camouflaged—even logical for an instant 
-—these enemies, dreadful foes who 
would wreck my faith, who would make 
me disloyal to my Shepherd; even 
though entertained only for an instant, 
yet they are there; and, helpless in my 
own strength, I cry out, “Shepherd, 
Shepherd, help!” And quickly He comes, 
with His rod and His staff He defends 
and comforts mé, 

“He restoreth my soul.” “For though 
we walk in the flesh, we do not war 
after the flesh: (for the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of 
strong holds;) casting down imaginations, 
and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10: 
3-5). So back again into the fullness 
and peace of the green pastures and still 
waters, safe again from the assaults of 
the Enemy. “For I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that he is 
able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted unto him against that day” (2 
Tim, 1:12). 

“Surely goodness and mercy shall fol- 
low me all the days of my life: and I 
shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
for ever.” And this is not the half of it! 
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Notés on Open Letter 


Baha'ism—A False Cult 


I have a friend of many yéars stand- 
ing, a sincere lover of Christ and His 
Word, and an excellent Bible teacher 
for many years. She has become pro- 
foundly interested in the Baha’i move- 
ment as an illumination of. the Chris- 
tian faith. I take the liberty of 
quoting from one of her recent letters: 

“We are Baha’is, carrying on the 
work of establishing the Kingdom 
Christ promised. We have complete 
devotion to Christ, and have shown 
it by accepting the One we know He 
sent—who received, through the Holy 
Ghost, the ‘all truth for this new day.’ 
He glorifies the Christ and admonishes 
all to follow Christ’s teachings, which 
he illumines. ; 

“I know what your belief is and that 
it would be hard for you to change; 
but Christ did command us to watch 
for the One who would come like a 
‘thief in the night.’ The prophecies of 
both Old and New Testaments give full 
proof of fulfillment in Baha’u’llah who 
suffered forty years martyrdom for 
the Faith. He is the return cf the 
Christ-Light, a different lamp but the 
same eternal light. It took me two 
years investigation to be sure. 

“The Scofield Reference Bible was 
one of my treasures for years. I am 
still teaching the Bible and am now 
considered so outstanding an author- 
ity that I have been documenting for our 
national organization all the Bible quo- 
tations in the many Baha’i books. You 
may know the extent of this vast work 
when I tell you there are 559 headings, 
with hundreds more of single refer- 
ences under the different headings. 
There are references in all the books 
of the Bible except Ruth and Esther 


This letter implies that there are 
many sincere Christians who have 
been led into this group—and who 
may be helped through the Times 
pages.—A Pennsylvania reader. 

From “The Chaos of Cults,” by Jan 
Karel Van Baalen (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3), the 
following is taken: 

“Baha’ism is of Persian Mohammedan 
origin, tracing its beginning to the Mo- 
hammedan belief ‘that the last true suc- 
cessor of Mohammed who disappeared in 
the tenth century never died, but is still] 
living in a mysterious city, surrounded 
by a band of faithful disciples and “that 
at the end of time he will issue forth 
and fill the earth with justice after it 
has been filled with iniquity.”’... 

“Baha’ism is the unifying cult par 
excellence. ‘It has,’ in the words of 
Mrs. Chandler, ‘accepted all the religions 
of the world, found them fundamentally 
and essentially alike, and reveres equally 
as divine all nine of the prophets. So 
it may appeal equally to Hindus, Mos- 
lems, Christians, and Jews; it admits the 
divinity of the prophet or Messiah of 
each. It does not even claim any greater 
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divinity for its own particular prophet, 
Baha’u’llah. .. .’ 

“ . . When Jesus warned to ‘watch 
and pray’ for the coming of the Lord 
He meant, ‘Receive Baha’u’llah.’ ‘This 
prophet, therefore, referred to Jesus as 
“the Son of God,” or “a Manifestation of 

“God,” but claimed to be, himself, “a 
later Manifestation.”’” 

The movement has gained consider- 
able strength in the United States. Its 
official organ is the Star of the West, 
and it has a fabulous temple at Wil- 
mette, near Chicago. There are nine 
entrances into this temple, “each one 
representing one of Nine Great Re- 
ligions, and all together leading into 
the inner sanctuary of Truth.” From 
“The Baha’i Centenary” (1944) “we 
learn that four Baha’i schools have been 
established in the United States, some 
of which, judging from the photographs, 
are quite elaborate.” 

“It is evident that a movement which 

so strongly stresses the unity of all re- 
ligious forces in the world should be 
somewhat vague and general. There are 
not many points of Christian doctrine 
upon which the cult teaches. It rather 
ignores thém one and all.” It has much 
in common with Theosophy, Spiritism, 
and Free Masonry, and is pantheistic. 
It teaches that Baha’u’llah (its leader) 
is God; that “the only difference be- 
tween members of the human family is 
that of degree. . . . None are bad or 
evil. . . . Evil is imperfection, ... 
Through education we must free our- 
selves from these imperfections. 
The revelation of Jesus was for His own 
dispensation—that of ‘the Son.’ Now it 
is no longer the point of guidance to 
the world. . . . Why did Christ Jesus 
suffer the fearful death on the Cross? 
Why did Mohammed bear persecutions? 
Why did the Bab make the supreme sac- 
rifice and why did Baha’u’llah pass the 
years of his life in prison? Why should 
all this suffering have been, if not to 
prove the everlasting life of the Spirit? 
Christ suffered, He accepted all His trials 
because of the immortality of His spirit. 
If a man reflects he will understand the 
spiritual significance of the law of prog- 
ress; how all moves from the inferior 
to the superior degree.” 

All of this shows that it is “another 
gospel: which is not another; but there 
be some that trouble you, and would 
pervert the gospel of Christ. But though 
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel unto you than that which 
we have preached unto you, let him be 
accursed” (Gal. 1:6-8). 

A booklet called “Baha’ism in Amer- 
ica,” by Jessie A. Tritt, may be obtained 
from the American Prophetic League, 
Box BB, Eagle Rock Sta., Los Angeles 
41, Calif, at 15c a dozen. 

we 

Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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I. Can a Priest Forgive Sins? 


A reply to a K. of C. advertisement 


Sins!” is the caption of one of 

the advertisements of «the 
Kfiights of Columbus, which has ap- 
peared in various publications. It is 
also the title of their booklet on the 
same subject. 

The one Scripture, on which the Ro- 
man Church bases her claims more than 
any other, is that contained in the state- 
ment in the K. of C. advertisement, 
which says: “Catholics know Christ 
Himself instituted the Sacrament of 
Penance, which includes Confession, 
when He said to His Apostles: ‘Re- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghost. Whose sins 
you shall forgive, they are forgiven 
them; and whose sins you shall retain, 
they are retained” (John 20:22, 23, 
Douai Version). 

In this reply, we shall deal first with 
the claims of the Roman Church; and 
then we shall give what we believe to 
be the true meaning of the much-used 
and much-abused Scripture, given above. 

A PYRAMID ON Its APEX 

As we have stated elsewhere, “Such 
an absurdity as a pyramid on its apex 
is the best illustration of the imposing 
superstructure of Romish claims on 
some (assumed) pinpoint foundation. 
The Roman Church has taken a Scrip- 
ture verse and interpolated her own 
unapparent meaning into it, and on that 
interpolated meaning she has built her 
ostentatious edifice of religious claims” 
(“Why Millions Do NOT Call the Pope 
‘Holy Father,’” p. 24). 

A Jupce oF ANOTHER MAn’s SINs 

In the recently issued booklet, No. 
46, entitled, “Yes, a Priest Can Forgive 
Your Sins!” published by the Knights of 
Columbus, bearing “Imprimatur: Joseph 
E. Ritter, Archbishop of St. Louis, St. 
Louis, September 22, 1954,” we read this 
statement: “In the confessional he (the 
priest) is the delegate and the instru- 
ment of Christ. Through him Christ 
forgives the sins of the penitent. By his 
ordination the man is qualified to judge 
of another man’s sins, He becomes a 
spiritual physician under the guidance 
of the Divine Physician” (p. 4, italics 
mine). On page 16, it speaks of the 
priest’s “function as a judge in the con- 
fessional.” 

Priest Must Know “Wuat Sort or Sins” 

Not only is the Roman priest desig- 
nated a “judge of another man’s sins,” 
but the meaning of the Roman Church 
relative to such judgment of sins is told 
in the same booklet which that church 
Seeks to circulate among unsuspecting 
Protestants, which states: “The basic 


OV sin a Priest Can Forgive Your 


Dr. Rowell, pastor of. the Central 
Baptist Church, Victoria, B. C., is 
now well known to Times readers. 
He has devoted much time to the 
study of Roman Catholic dogma and 
other systems of error and has a 
gift for exposing their unscriptural- 
ness to laymen. In this and the fol- 
lowing issue he deals with one of 
the claims that have been widely 
publicized by the Knights of Co- 
lumbus. 





judgment that a priest, a duly delegated 
representative of the Church, must make 
is whether to forgive sin or not to for- 
give it” (p. 16, italics mine). 

Imagine the forgiveness of one’s sins 
being dependent upon the judgment of 
a fellow sinner, even though he be 
called a priest! And that, as to whether 
he shall forgive or not forgive! 

Under the caption “Priest Must 
Judge,” we read: “The second aspect 
of the priest’s judicial task is to decide 
on the gravity of the sins submitted to 
him... he must know what sort of sins 
they are” (p. 18, italics mine). 

THE Priest To PROBE THE CONSCIENCE 

While the Scripture, “Whose soever 
sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them; and whose soever sins ye retain, 
they are retained” (John 20:23), has no 
reference whatever to Rome's so-called 
“sacrament of penance,” still it is given 
by the Roman Church as proof for her 
doctrine of “auricular confession,” for 
which the priest is trained so as to ask 
questions, and probe the consciences, of 
men and women, concerning all sins of 
thought, or word, or deed. The Knights 
of’ Columbus booklet, quoted above, 
says: “Each act of the penitent con- 
fessed must be weighed by the priest 
and given its appropriate category of 
morality. For the priest has to act as 
judge. The absolution he gives is for 
all the sins that he hears; and no judge 
can act properly and adequately unless 
he knows exactly what the defendant 
did and meant to do” (pp. 18, 19, italics 
mine). ; 

Authoritatively, the Roman Church 
asserts: “Nor ought we to be satisfied 
with the bare enumeration of our griev- 
Ous sins, but should also add [enumer- 
ate] such circumstances of each sin as 
considerably aggravate or extenuate its 
malice [baseness]” (“The Catechism of 
the Council of Trent,” on “The Sacra- 
ment of Penance,” Ques. XLVII—The 
Circumstances of Sins are to be disclosed 
in Confession). 
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By J. B. Rowell, Th.D. 


Gop Must RatTiry THE PRIEST’s JUDGMENT 


Young, unmarried priests are required 
to study sins as set forth by the most 
depraved imagination. The Rorhish the- 
ologies of such as “Saint” Alphonsus 
Liguori, or Peter Dens, give abundant 
proof that young celibate priests study 
the disgusting details of the vilest sins 
known to fallen man, and this, that they 
may be prepared to question closely on 
the subject of marital relationships. 

When a penitent has done the con- 
fessing, and the priest has done the 
judging, then God must endorse the 
priest’s decision. The K. of C. handbook 
says: “Christ says to His Church—here 
is the power of forgiving sin. If, for 
good reason, you do not forgive the sin 
your retention of absolution of the sin 
is ratified in Heaven” (pp. 8, 9). This is 
confirmed by Abbe Gaume, who states: 
“God Himself is obliged to adhere to 
the judgment of the priest, to refuse or 
to accord His pardon as the priest re- 
fuses or accords the absolution” (“Caté- 
chisme de Persévérance”—After Rev. 
H. Lindsay Young, M.A.). 


AN EXAMINATION 


With all these claims of the Roman 
Church; and with all these assumptions, 
for which there is not a jot or tittle of 
proof in the Holy Scriptures, we, in all 
fairness, turn to the Scripture which is 
given as proof. In fact, that is what we 
are asked to do, for the Knights of Co- 
lumbus, in their handbook, say: -“Catho- 
lics know that in going to confession 
they are doing what Christ has told them 
to do. They know they can feel certain 
that their sins are forgiven through the 
sacrament of penance. Non-Catholics 
may find this conclusion hard to accept. 
But in fairness they ought to examine 
the reasons on which the conclusion is 
based” (p. 5, italics mine). 

Yes, non-Romanists do find it hard 
to accept Rome’s conclusions, and we 
will state our reasons. Repeatedly, the 
Scripture given to support her claims 
is the one already given, viz., “Whose 
sins you shall forgive,” etc. The K. of C. 
handbook boasts: “The non-Catholic 
must admit that for sixteen centuries 
the Church taught that the normal way 
in which sins were forgiven was through 
sacramental confession” (p. 6). 

The fact of the matter is, no one need 
admit this’ claim which is so untrue to 
facts, since it is a matter of history that 
the doctrine of “the sacrament of pen- 
ance” was not made an article of faith, 
or an institution of the Roman Church 
until the Fourth Council of Lateran in 
A.D. 1215, that is, nearly twelve hundred 
yearg after Christ. Consequently, great 
effort has been made, by twisting Scrip- 
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ture and forging documents and epistles, 
to give some semblance of proof that 
it was taught in New Testament days. 


RoME STATES A DIFFERENCE 
OF INTERPRETATION 

The Roman Church has affirmed that 
there are two interpretations of the 
Scripture we are considering (“Whose 
sins you shall forgive”) viz., that this 
Scripture refers (1) “to the authority of 
preaching the Gospel,” or (2) to her 
own view, the forgiving and retaining of 
sins in the sacrament of penance. This 
is stated in the Canons of the Council 





of Trent: “Whosoever shall affirm that 
the words of the Lord our Saviour, ‘Re- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghost; whose sins ye 
shall forgive, they are forgiven them; 
and whose sins you shall retain, they 
are retained,’ are not to be understood 
of the power of forgiving and retaining 
sins in the sacrament of penance, as the 
Catholic Church has ‘always, from the 
very first, understood them; but shall 
restrict them to the authority of preach- 
ing the Gospel in opposition to the in- 
stitution of this sacrament; let him be 
accursed” (Canon 3). 


(To be continued) 


Ill. No Confidence in the Flesh 


The perfect righteousness that God requires 


> 

INALLY, Paul reaches the climax of 

his “confidence in the flesh”—‘“touch- 
ing the righteousness which is in the 
law, blameless” (Phil. 3:4, 6). Saul of 
Tarsus had a perfectly clear conscience, 
and yet he was a lost soul. 

The fact that our conscience does not 
bother us is no indication that we are 
acceptable to God. The great purpose 
of Communism is to wipe out the in- 
dividual conscience, and substitute for 
it the conscience of the party. A de- 
voted Communist will lie, steal, kill, 
and commit every other sin with no 
compunction or qualms of conscience, if 
his party tells him to do so, Whatever 
is for the good of the party, is right. 

Romanism also weakens the individual 
conscience, by its teaching of a sup- 
posed distinction between venial sins, 
which do not have to be confessed to 
a priest, because they do not deprive 
the individual completely of so-called 
sanctifying grace; and mortal sins, which 
must be confessed to a priest, since he 
is supposed to be the only one who can 
give back to the now lost soul the 
sanctifying grace that will start him 
once more on his way to purgatory. 

Too many persons are prone to think, 
“T never killed anyone, I never com- 
mitted adultery, I never stole enough 
to constitute a mortal sin—what more 
can you ask?” They do not know that 
God requires perfect righteousness of 
those who wish to enter Heaven, and 
that He offers this perfect righteousness 
as a gift to everyone who puts his trust 
solely in Jesus Christ for his salvation. 
This is the theme of Romans 4, imputed 
righteousness, just as God reckoned 
Abraham’s faith to him for righteousness 
(Gen, 15:6). Roman Catholics and un- 
saved Protestants are well described by 
the Apostle Paul in Romans 10:3, “They 
being ignorant of God’s righteousness, 
and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted them- 
selves unto the righteousness of God.” 
That was Paul’s own condition, befére 
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he met Christ on the Damascus road, 
according to Philippians 3:6. He was, 
indeed, trying to establish his own right- 
eousness, and considered himself “blame- 
less” before God’s holy Law. He had 
not yet learned-the meaning of Isaiah 
64:6, “All our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags” (in God’s sight, and as long 
as we are without Christ). 

But what a change took place in Paul’s 
thinking, when Christ finally did meet 
him and revea’ Himself to that sincere 
but terribly mistaken religious zealot! 
The apostle sums it all up in these words 
of Philippians 3:7, “But what things 
were gain to me, those I counted loss 
for Christ.” All those seven things, 
upon Which Paul had heretofore counted 
for his soul’s salvation, were suddenly 
seen to be, not gain, but loss. They 
were not merely of no value, but were, 
on the contrary, very definite hindrances 
to Paul’s salvation, and therefore a loss. 
May God open the eyes of many others 
to see that they are putting their “con- 
fidence in the flesh,” and that the things 
they suppose to be gains are really 
losses. 

This change in Paul’s viewpoint con- 
tinued to bear fruit, right down. to the 
end of his life (v. 8). As he sits in the 
prison in Rome, dictating this Letter 
to the Philippians and thinking back 
over that Damascus road experience 
(Acts 9:1-22; 26:12-19), he suddenly 
comes back to the present time, as is 
indicated by the change in the tense of 
the verb in verse 8, and he adds: “Yea 
doubtless, and I [still] count all things 
but loss.” However, it is no longer in 
order to receive Christ as Saviour, but 
in order to learn to know Him ever 
more intimately, or, as our text puts 
it, “for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord.” 

This thought of an ever-deeper knowl- 
edge of Christ, for which Paul prays 
time and again for his friends (Eph. 
1:15-23; 3:14-19; Col. 1:9, 10; and the 
like), and which was Paul’s own great- 








est desire for himself, as we see in this 
passage in Philippians 3, is further. de- 
veloped in verses 10 and 11, into which 
we cannot enter in detail here. Suffice 
it to say that verses 10 and 11 refer to 


Paul’s present experience as a Chris-_ 


tian, as is borne out in the verses that 
follow. 


One or two parallel passages will help 
the reader to understand these verses, 
which sum up Paul’s spiritual ambftion 
for himself. His longing to know the 
power of Christ’s resurrection in his 
own daily life corresponds with his 
prayer for the same knowledge to be 
imparted to the Ephesians (Eph. 1:19- 
21). His desire to know the fellowship 
of Christ’s sufferings corresponds with 
Peter’s exhortation. in 1 Peter 4:12, 13. 
See also Colossians 1:24, where it is 
obvious that nothing is lacking as far 
as Christ's redemptive sufferings are 
concerned, but that Paul is speaking of 
fellowship with Christ’s present suffer- 
ings, caused by the sufferings of His 
body, the true Church, “Whether one 
member suffer, all the members suffer 
with it,” and, of course, the Head suffers, 
too (1 Cor. 12:26). 


The last clause of Philippians 3:10, 
together with verse 11, refers to the 
outworking in the daily life of the truth 
of Romans 6, particularly verses 2 to 6. 
In other words, Paul longs to experience 
ever more fully and completely, in his 
own life, what it means to be dead with 
Christ to sin and to the world (Gal. 
6:14), and to be risen with Him to “walk 
in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4), ie. of 
Christ’s resurrection life. Paul obviously 
had no doubt whatever about the future 
resurrection of his body, as is some- 
times imagined by those who misunder- 
stand Philippians 3:11. That is clear 
enough from 1 Corinthians 15, 

However, before coming to practical 
considerations of the daily Christian life, 
in verses 10 and 11, Paul reverts first 
to the Damascus road experience, many 
years before, in the latter part of verse 
8, as we see by his return to past tense 
in the verb. He speaks of “Christ Jesus 
my Lord: for whom I have suffered the 
loss of all things.” But the apostle 
hastens to add that he really did not 
lose anything. Although he considered 
these things to be “gain” before he met 
Christ, he now says of all these religious 
and n&tural advantages, in which he 
formerly trusted, “I .. . do count them 
but dung,” i.e., something vile to be got- 
ten rid of ag soon as possible. To reject 
all these boasted advantages and accom- 
plishments was absolutely essential to 
Paul’s salvation, as it is to yours and 
mine, for otherwise we would not be 
trusting in Christ alone. 

Paul then sums up (v. 8) what he had 
in mind at the time of that epochal 
meeting with the Saviour, on the way 
to Damascus, “that I may win Christ.” 
We know that Paul did so, then and 
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there. He adds, “and be found in him” 
(v. 9), and he was so found, from that 
moment and ever after. Further, Paul 
specifies, “not having mine own right- 
eousness, which is of the law,” that 
righteousness which he formerly thought 
blameless (v. 6), and in which he 
trusted. Then comes the contrast, “But 
that which is through the faith of Christ 
for, better, “through faith in Christ,” 
as we have here an objective genitive], 
the righteousness which is of God by 
faith.” This infinite, perfect righteous- 
ness of God is His gift to every lost, 
hell-deserving sinner who puts his trust 
in Jesus Christ alone, in virtue of His 
atoning death for our sins. This is the 
righteousness to which Paul refers in 
Romans 3:21, 22, in these terms: “But 
now the righteousness of God without 
the law is manifested . .. even the 
righteousness of God which is by faith 
of [in] Jesus Christ unto all and upon 
all them that believe.” 

To this divine righteousness . the 
Prophet Isaiah referred, seven centuries 
before Christ, when he wrote, “I will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul 
shalt be joyful in my God; for he hath 
clothed me with the garments of salva- 
tion, he hath covered me with the robe 
of righteousness” (Isa. 61:10). To this 
righteousness of God, imputed to (or 
put to account of) the believer in Christ, 
Paul refers again, in 2 Corinthians 5:21, 
“saying, “For he [God] hath made him 
[Christ] to’ be sin for us, [him] who 
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knew no sin; that we might be made 
[literally, might become] the righteous- 
ness of God in him [Christ].” This is 
the righteousness symbolized in the Gar- 
den of Eden by the “coats of skins” 
made for our sinning parents, Adam and 
Eve, by God Himself, at the cost of the 
shed blood of an innocent victim (Gen. 
3:21); and it is symbolized once again 
at the end of the Bible by the fine linen 
in which the Lamb’s bride is arrayed, 
“for the fine linen is the righteousness 
of saints” (Rev. 19:8). This is the right- 
eousness the existence of which the 
Church of Rome denies, when it says, 
in the “infallible” Council of Trent 
(1545-1563), “If any one says that by 
faith alone the sinner is justified ... 
let him be accursed” (Canon 9). And 
again, “If any one says that men are 
justified either by the sole imputation 
of the justice of Christ or by the sole 
remission of sins . . . or even that the 
grace whereby we are justified, is solely 
the favor of God; let him be accursed” 
(Canon 2). Yet this is the only right- 
eousness that God will accept in Heaven. 

In whom, or in what, are you trust- 
ing, to get you to Heaven? If you are 
trusting in the “flesh,” you are lost. Put 
your trust and confidence in Jesus 
Christ alone, who died for your sins, 
and rose again, and you, too, will be 
clothed with the perfect robe of God’s 
infinite righteousness, and be thus fit 
for Heaven! 

BRUSSELS, BELGIUM. 


He Was Stricken While Teaching 


How a godly teacher and superintendent finished his course in triumph 


On Sunday, June 3, Mr. Lloyd B. Hershey, seventy-five years old, was 
stricken with a coronary occlusion while teaching his Bible class in the 
St. Paul’s Evangelical and Reformed Church, Lancaster, Pa. He was 
pronounced dead at the hospital. He was the proprietor of the Safe Pad- 
lock and Hardware Company. This article is the main part of the 
memorial address given at Mr. Hershey’s funeral on June 5 by his 
pastor, the Rev. W. Wilson Carvell. The circumstances of his last hours 
were so remarkable that many teachers may feel like saying, “Let me 
die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his!” (Num. 
23:10.) 


N SUNDAY morning just before the 
church service began, when word 
was brought of our beloved brother's 
decease while being rushed to the hos- 
pital by ambulance, a passage of Scrip- 
ture from the Old Testament immedi- 
ately flashed into my mind and heart. 
It is found in 2 Samuel 3:38, “Know ye 
not that there is a prince and a great 
man fallen this day in Israel?” That 
is what all of us felt at St. Paul’s Church 
and others, too, beyond the confines of 
our fellowship. ; 
Mr. Hershey was active in a number 
of worthy organizations and always that 
he might give Christ pre-eminence. He 
was a member of the Christian Business- 
men’s Association. He was deeply in- 


terested in the Water Street Mission and 


an officer in the same. He was a mem- 
ber, director, and vice-president of the 
Y.M.C.A. He was zealously active in 
the Lancaster city, county, and state 
Gideon Bible Society, and served as a 
member, chaplain, director, and presi- 
dent. In fact, the day before he passed 
away, he had two meetings in ‘connection 
with making plans for sending the re- 
cently accomplished translation of. the 
Bible into Chinese phonetics for distri- 
bution to Formosa, and ultimately td 
the China mainland so that God’s Word 
might be made available to more and 
yet more people. 

He loved his church. He became a 
member of St. Paul’s Evangelical and 
Reformed Church by baptism and con- 
firmation on April 16, 1905, where ever 
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since he has: been far more than just 
an ordinary member. His faithfulness 
reminds one of another.man who told 
the minister, speaking to him in the in- 
terests of Christian discipleship, “If I 
come, I will come all the way.” That 
our beloved brother did. Records show 
that he was appointed to the «finance 
committee in the year 1912, to the Con- 
sistory as a deacon in 1914. He was 
made secretary of the Consistory in 1916. 
He was elected an elder in 1923. He was 
made vice-president of the Consistory 
under his minister in 1935. In 1925 he 
was elected assistant superintendent of 
the Sunday school, continuing in that 
office unti] his death. He was a teacher 
in the church. school for forty years, and 
a good one. 

Indeed, he was teaching when the at- 
tack came in all of its fullness and com- 
pleteness. There was hardly any indica- 
tion at all that anything was amiss. 
God seemed to take him away all at 
once, leaving us amazed, awed, deeply 
impressed, mindful that our lives are 
in God’s hands, as all things ultimately 
are. He had his wish. He didn’t grow 
old. One moment he was about his 
Father’s business; the next moment his 
Father took him—of that we were all 
assured, 


Were he here to give direction to any- 
thing we might say or think, we can 
be sure he would want us to speak not 


of him, but of his Lord and Saviour," . 


Jesus Christ. He would want Christ to 
be your Saviour and mine. The Saviour- 
hood of Christ for himself and for all 
mén was his chief concern. 

The lesson he was teaching that Sun- 
day was on the subject of “Claiming 
Cities for Christ,” dealing with the be- 
ginning of Paul’s second missionary 
journey. The.lesson that he had so care- 
fully and completely. worked out shows 
how quickly he turned from Paul and 
his journey to the subject of Paul's 
preachment: “By grace are ye saved 
through faith . . . not of works, lest any 
man should boast. ... We preach Christ 
crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling- 
block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 
but unto them which are called... 
Christ the power of God.” These were 
the quotations he had written down. 
He went on Jo say, and I quote again: 
“The Scripture makes it crystal clear 
that we do not get to Heaven by our 
own good works, by our good character, 
or by the rites and sacraments of the 
church, but by simple faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour.” 

That was the way he looked at it— 
at the Bible, at religion, at life, at the 
promise of life everlasting through the 
atoning blood of Christ by faith. He 
illustrated this single point of view by 
referring to the Old Man of the Moun- 
tain, that rock formation in the White 
Mountains of New Hampshire. From 


(Continued on page 606) 
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LESSON 7. AUGUST 12. THE WAY OF CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 


John 13:3-15, 34, 35, 1 John 1 to 2:17; 2 John; 3 John; printed text, 1 John 1:1-10 
Golden Text.—If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the plood of Jesus Christ his Son 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we 
‘ Rave heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word 


of life; 


2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and 
bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was 
with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 

3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, 
that ye also may have fellowship with us: 
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may 


be full. 


5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, 
and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no 


darkness at all. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
WO epistles of the New Testament 
carry no identification of the writer 
—Hebrews and 1 John. But, while 
there is still a great difference of opinion 
regarding the authorship of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, there is almost complete 
unanimity in evangelical circles with re- 
gard to the Johannine authorship of this 
Letter entitled the First Epistle of John. 
It is probably true that all who’ believe 
that John the apostle wrote the Fourth 
Gospel believe also that John the apostle 
wrote this gem of an epistle. 

The reasorf for this consensus is partly 
internal evidence and partly external 
evidence. Reading 1 John is like reading 
a preface or an. appendix to John’s Gos- 
pel. The style of the Greek is the same 
—simple, unvarnished, with the same 
small but effective vocabulary. Just as 
the introductions to Luke’s Gospel and 
the Acts are related in thought and in 
literary excellence, so the opening words 
of John’s Gospel and of this Epistle sound 
the same note and ‘strongly suggest the 
same pen. There is this difference, how- 
ever. The Gospel first looks at the Word 
“in the beginning,” in His eternal state. 
The Epistle looks immediately at the 
Word as incarnate, but reminds us that 
He was “from the beginning.” 

So far as external evidence is con- 
cerned, it was accepted as an apostolic 
writing from earliest times. Papias and 
Polycarp, who were both acquainted with 
John, and Irenaeus a disciple of Poly- 
carp, are all witnesses, along with later 
writers, as Tertullian and Clement. 

The first recipients of the Letter were 
probably the churches of the Asian cir- 





cleanseth us from all sin.—1 John 1:7 


which we 
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6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk 
in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin. 


8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. 

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us Our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us. 
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cuit, seven of which are mentioned by 
name in Revelation. It is generally ac- 
cepted that John ministered to that circuit 
in his later years. He may indeed have 
committed his Gospe] to them, and some 
have even suggested that this Epistle 
was a covering letter to introduce the 
Gospel. One may judge from the Gos- 
pel, the Epistle, and the Revelation how 
rich was the ministry enjoyed by those 
Asian churches. 


‘Verse by Verse 


1 John 1:1.—“That which was from the 
beginning ... heard... seen... han- 
dled, of the Word of life.” Verses 1 and 
3 should be taken together, verse 2 being 
parenthetical. For “of the Word” read 
“concerning the Word” (Gr., peri). Note 
the echo from John 1:1. What was of- 
fered by the apostles was a matter of ex- 
perience, not of hearsay or theory. There 
seems to be a strange mingling of the 
ideas of the message concerning Christ 
and of Christ Himself as the Word 
(logos). 

Verse 2.—“ (For the life was manifested 
... eternal life ... with the Father... 
manifested unto us.)” Again the life, and 
Christ as the life, seem to combine. 
Notice the simple statement at the begin- 
ning of the verse, and the enlarged 
statement at the end: “Life . .. eternal 
life .. . manifested unto us.” The refer- 
ence is to the Incarnation, to which the 
apostles bore witness. 

Verse 3.—“That . . . declare we unto 
you, that ye also may have fellowship 
with us... with the Father, and with 
his Son Jesus Christ.” Reverting to the 
statement of verse 1, John renews the 
claim of primary witness, and expresses 
the purpose of the apostolic proclama- 
tion—that others may join them in pos- 


session of the Word, the Life. This means 
a common fellowship with the Father 
and the Son, 

Verse 4—“. . . that your joy may 
be full.”. Some have “our joy” in place 
of “your joy.” Certainly the apostles 
had joy in delivering their message of 
assurance to the saints, and the saints 
had joy in the word of assurance. 

Verse 5.—“ .. . God is light, and in him 
is no darkness at all.” The Gospels 
carry no record of Christ’s making this | 
statement in the course of His earthly 
ministry, but Paul also quoted a state- 
ment of Jesus not found in the Gospels 
(Acts 20:35), and this may be another 
case of the same, 

Verse 6.—“If we say ... and walk in 
darkness, we lie . . . ” Whatever is of 
darkness—ignorance, sin, falsehood, and 
the like—is not of God, and in measure 
as we practice these we can have no 
fellowship with the God of light, what- 
ever our pretensions. 

Verse 7.—“But if we walk in the light 

. fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin.” Walking in the light 
involves no more covering of our sin, no 
more hypocrisy, but a willingness to 
stand in the light of His presence in full 
confession of all that that light discovers 
as evil. The evidence of our fellowship 
with God is our fellowship with one 
another, while we know the constant 
cleansing of the blood of Jesus. 

Verse 8.—“If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves .. .” To have 
sin in the sense here indicated means to 
have a sin nature, a sin principle, within 
us, and to bear guilt as a result of its 
activity. To deny this is only self-de- 
eeption. 
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Verse 9.—“If we confess our sins... 
forgive ... cleanse .. .” On the other 
hand, forgiveness and cleansing come 
with frank confession, for God looks 
upon the sacrifice of His Son. 

Verse 10.—“If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar...” When 
God says, “All have sinned,” we had 
better not contradict or make ourselves 
out to be exceptions. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


One of the key words of John’s First 
Epistle is “fellowship,” and indeed that 
may be the key thought of the Epistle, 
developed in relation to light, life, and 
love. The word occurs four times in the 
first brief chapter of ten verses, thus 
striking the note very clearly. 

Two aspects of fellowship are here in 
view. There is the fellowship which 
Christians have with one another, and 
there is thé fellowship which Christians 
have in common with God—“with the 
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” 
The former flows from the latter, and is 
evidence of the reality of the latter. 

How was fellowship with God secured 
for men who are naturally alienated 
from God? The answer is in One who is 
both “the life” and “the Word of life.” 
This One, whose divine estate “in the 
beginning” is described by John in the 
opening of his Gospel, was “manifested.” 
This is a reference to the Incarnation. 
Notice how John is careful to emphasize 
that this One who was manifested in 
history was “from the beginning.” In 
His days of manifestation upon earth, 
He was seen and heard and handled by 
the chosen band of apostles. John knew 
Jesus, knew Him in the flesh, but knew 
Him as “the life.” This constituted the 
fellowship—a bond between him and 
God, and a bond between him and all 
others who likewise knew the Lord. Such 
a fellowship was too good to keep to 
himself. He made proclamation ,f the 
Life, that others might enter into it also. 
So we who know the fellowship of God 
and the fellowship of the saints are 
under obligation to extend the fellow- 
Ship. . 

But this fellowship is a delicate thing. 
Its “mechanism” is exceedingly fine. 
There are certain “atmospheric” con- 
ditions which hinder its operation. Read 
the “if’s” of verses 5-10 of our lesson for 
the conditions under which this fellow- 
ship can and cannot be realized. Just 
saying that we have fellowship with God 
does not make it so. A walk which is 
incompatible with the nature of God 
makes this fellowship impossible. Af- 
firming that we have no sin, or that we 
have not sinned, casts us out from that 
fellowship. Only as we accept God’s 
verdicts and confess our sin can we know 
fellowship with God, for only then can 
we have that application of the blood of 
Christ which removes the one hindrance 
—sin. How foolish it is to go on, self- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
6.. August 5.—A Call to Christian Liv- 
ing (Temperance). Luke 2:40, 51, 
52; 1 Peter 2:1-3; 4:1-11; 2 Peter 1 


Next Week's Lesson 
8. August 19.—The Grounds of Chris- 
tian Assurance. 
Matthew 6:25-34; 1 John 2:28 to 5:21 








deceived and contradicting God, when 
we might know cleansing and the joy of 
“nothing between”! 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. Fellowship through manifestation 
of the life (1 John 1:1-4) 
2. Fellowship through walking in the 
light (vs. 5-10) 


Topics for Development 


Forgiveness. There are various aspects 
to forgiveness which should be kept 
clearly in mind. Particularly should we 
remember God’s forgiveness of the sin- 
ner, and God’s forgiveness of the sinning 
Saint. Forgiveness is one item in the 
judicial aspect of our salvation, a for- 
giveness which covers all our sin, past, 
present, and future. If it were not so, 
every sin committed after conversion 
would find us lost again until we once 
again obtained forgiveness. Forgiveness 
within the family is something entirely 
different. The sins of the saints do not 
cancel out ‘their salvation, but they do 
make a breach between them and the 
Heavenly Father. Forgiveness in that 
case is concerned with the restoring of 
that fellowship. It is this aspect of sal- 
vation which is in mind in our lesson 
(1 John 1:9). 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT epistles of the New Testament 
carry no identification of the author 

in the text? 

2. What evidence is there that John the 
apostle wrote this Epistle? 

3. How many books of the New Testa- 
ment were written by John? , 

4. To whom was John’s First Epistle 
written? 

5. What title of Christ is used only by 
John in the New Testament? 

6. What claim does John make concern- 
ing his knowledge of Christ? 

7. What was the purpose of John’s (1) 
declaration, (2) writing? 

8. What are the two aspects of fellow- 
ship mentioned in our lesson? 

9. What two abpects of sin are men- 
tioned in our lesson portion? 

10. How does a denial of sin affect (1) 
ourselves, (2) God? 


(Answers on page 605) 
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It should be noted that this forgiveness 
of the Father, by which His child is re- 
stored to fellowship, is granted in answer 
to the child’s confession of his sins. 
There can be no restoration to fellowship 
while we defend ourselves, justifying our 
actions, or in any way maintaining a 
spirit of rebellion and self-will, But as 
soon as we bow our hearts before the 
Father in true contrition and confession, 
the work of Calvary once more operates 
to cleanse us fromthe defilement and to 
bring us into the joyous experience of 
the-Father’s favor. God cannot condone 
sin in His children any more than He 
can condone it in the sinner. To be like 
Him we also must refuse to countenance 
sin, particularly in ourselves. 

Sin. In our lesson two aspects of sin 
are indicated. There is the sin principle 
in verse 8, and the sin of action in verse 
9. Saved though we may be, that sin 
principle still dwells within us, and none 
of us dare say that he is altogether free 
from sinful acts. To deny the sin prin- 
ciple is simply self-deception, and paves 
the way for all kinds of hypocrisy and 
perversion. To set ourselves up on a 
pedestal as sinless is tantamount to call- 
ing God a liar: We need only to examine 
any one day of our lives alongside the 
peerless purity of Christ, and rather than 
boast that we have not sinned we shall 
feel rather like crying out, “Depart 
from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord” 
(Luke 5:8). How much better to take 
the course of verse 9, frankly confess 
our sin and our sins, and thus enjoy 
unclouded fellowship with the Father as 
well as true cleansing of heart by the 
blood of Christ! 


Practical Applications 

If you have “seen,” you are under ob- 
ligation to “bear witness” (1 John 1:2). 

Be sure that the truth you declare is 
a reality in your own life (vs. 1, 3). 

Such fellowship as we know—‘“with 
the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ”—is too good to keep to ourselves. 
Share it (v. 3). 

Your joy will be full when you make 
the joy of others full (v. 4, the two read- 
ings). 

Christian fellowship can be maintained 
only in the path of obedience to the 
light of God (v. 7). 

Self-deception is a poor substitute for 
forgiveness and cleansing (vs. 8, 9), 


Goldén Text 

1 John 1:7.—“But if we walk in the 
light . . . fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin.” Slinking 
around in the dark corridors of sin is 
not the Christian life, but right out in the 
full blaze of day, making Christ our 
pattern—that is where we enjoy true 
Christian fellowship and know the con- 
stant effects of Christ’s redeeming work. 
How wonderful to be kept clean! 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HyMNS 
“Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!” 
“Blessed Be the Fountain of Blood” 
“Just as I Am, Without One Plea” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, we thank Thee for 
Thy full, free pardon given all who re- 
pent and confess their sins. We thank 
Thee for our Saviour’s sacrifice to an- 
swer for our sins. Help us to see how 
serious sin is and how .great the cost 
to Thee to bring us salvation. Bless 
this lesson to us and to many more. 
Use it to cause many to forsake the ways 
of darkness and to walk in the light. 
Bless the suffering and the sad with re- 
lief and comfort, the perplexed with 
light on their problems, the backslidden 
with recovery, and the lost with salva- 
tion. Speed the spread and the accept- 
ance of the Gospel everywhere, and use 
it for healing the ills of humanity. Cause 
wise counsels to prevail in the affairs 
of the nations, that mutual understand- 
ing and sympathy may increase among 
all people, that justice may be done, 
mercy be shown, and peaceful co-opera- 


“Ghio then jis the meas 


(I JOHN 1:5) , 2 


4. \ CIRCLE of 
Fellowship With 


BETTER GET INTO THE CIRCLE! 
oages+-Ged io LIGHT.” 
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tion replace discord and strife. Cause 
men everywhere to obey the two great 
commandments: to love Thee ‘before all 
else and to love their neighbors as them- 
selves. Forgive our foolish ways and 
reclothe us in our rightful minds, we 
pray, through Christ our Saviour. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—No one can sin and 
keep on good terms with God. John 
tells us that in verse six of this lesson: 
“If we say that we have fellowship with 
him .[[(God], and walk in darkness, we 
lie .. .” God is light; sin is darkness; 
and if we are walking in darkness, we 
are not walking with God. But there 
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renewed WHEN SIN Conressep 


is a way to step out of the darkness into 
the light, a way back into good terms 
with God. 

Dr. W. G. Coltman tells of a young 
man, newly converted, coming into 
church looking quite woe-begotten. 
“How are you getting along?” asked the 
pastor. “Not so good,” he answered. 
Asked what the trouble was, the young 
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man said, “I guess I’ve lost my salva- 
tion,” and he told how at his work 
during the week he had lost his temper 
and fallen into the old habit of bad lan- 
guage. “You certainly have lost some- 
thing,” said the pastor, “but you are 
mistaken about what you lost.” Then 
he read verse six of our lesson and said: 
“When you got angry and used pro- 
fane words you stepped into darkness 
and at once lost, not your salvation, but 
your fellowship with the Lord. You 
had felt, since your conversion, that you 
were living in the sunshine of God’s 
smile; but when you sinned you were 
out of that sunshine and into the dark- 
ness. Now I'll show you how to get 
back into the smile of God,” and he read 
from verse nine, “If we confess our sins, 
he [God] is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” It wasn’t long before 
the sin was humbly confessed to God 
and the young Christian was back in 
the light once more. And that is the 
only way any of us can regain the joy 
of our salvation when some sin has shut 
out the light of God’s smile for us. 


Cacary, ALTA., CAN. 
ve 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“That which was from the beginning 
.’ (1 John 1:1).—There are several 
beginnings mentioned in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. In Genesis 1:1 we have the ex- 
pression, “In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth.” That was the 
beginning of creation. How long ago 
that was, no human being knows. I am 
reminded of the man who sought to 
heckle an open-air speaker. He said, “I 
can go farther back than your Book 
goes!” The speaker said, “I will read the 
first verse in my Book”—and after doing 
so, asked the conceited heckler, “How 
far beyond the beginning can you go?” 
The crowd of listeners laughed so heart- 
ily that the embarrassed heckler de- 
cided to walk away. 

The first verse of the Gospel accord- 
ing to John says, “In the beginning was 
the Word .. .” That has been termed 
“the unbeginning beginning”; for when- 
ever everything that ever had a begin- 
ning began, the Word was. He ever 
was! 

The first verse of the printed portion 
of our lesson says, “That which was 
from the beginning...” From the way 
John uses the expression throughout 
his Epistle, it is apparent he is referring 
to the beginning of this new dispensation 
(John 1:17)—the beginning of the pub- 
lic ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

To all persons coming with “A new 
doctrine,” “A new revelation,” or “Truth 
in advance of Christianity,” Bible lovers 
can say: “We do not wish it: we have 
‘that which was from the beginning,’ 
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and it requires no addition; it is perfect; 
it is thoroughly satisfactory; it cannot 
be improved upon!” 


“We have heard, ... seen. . . looked 
upon, and... handled...” (1 John 1:1). 
—The Lord Jesus Christ is the “Word 
of life—the full, intelligent, and intelli- 
gible expression of what life is!” As the 
Word, the Lord Jesus is the complete 
and final expression of the mind of God. 
Christ was real to the apostles—they 
heard, saw, looked upon (attentively 
contemplated), and actually handled 
Him. To disabuse their minds of the 
thought that He was a spirit, the Lord 
said, “Behold my hands and my feet, 
that it is I myself: handle me, and see; 
for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, 
as ye see me have” (Luke 24:39). 

We thank God that some of the eye- 
witnesses after hearing, seeing, consid- 
ering, and handling the incarnate Word 
for more than three years, wrote as they 
were “moved by the Holy Spirit.” We 
must read and believe the record which 
has stood the test of the ages. All who 
have believed, have found the Word to 
be living and powerful—a critic of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. 


A young merchant took up a leaf of 
the Bible and was about to tear it into two 
pieces, and use one piece to wrap a small 
article of merchandise when the cus- 
tomer exclaimed: “Don’t tear that; it 
contains the word of eternal life!” The 
young man, though not relishing the 
reproof, folded the leaf and put it in 
his pocket. In his leisure he said to 
himself, “Now I will see what kind of 
life it is of which this leaf speaks.” On 
unfolding the leaf, the first words that 
caught his eye were the last in the Book 
of Daniel—“But go thou thy way till 
the end be: for thou shalt rest, and 
stand in thy lot at the end of the days.” 
He began immediately to inquire what 
his lot would be’ at the end of the days, 
and the train of thought thus awakened, 
led to the New Testament, and to faith 
in the Lord Jesus. 


“ .. that ye also may have fellowship 
with us...” (1 John 1:3).—The mani- 
festation of “that eternal life, which was 
with the Father,” was made to the apostles, 
and it put them in fellowship “with the 
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” 
Their written declaration, or testimony, 
has been given to, and preserved for 
us, that we might be brought into the 
same glorious fellowship—than which 
there is nothing higher! 

“The highest thought in Heaven is ‘the 
Father and the Son’—the highest fel- 
lowship imaginable is fellowship with 
them. Here revelation is fulfilled; 
thought is arrested; finality is reached; 
hope is more than satisfied” (Edward 
Cross). Is it any wonder the apostle 
adds, “These things write we unto you, 
that your joy may be full”! 

Dr. H. A. Ironside says in his book, 
“Addresses on the Epistles of John and 
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Jude” (Loizeaux Bros., 19 W. 2lst St., 
N. Y. 10; $2.50): “Men try to get up 
fellowships. The only fellowship I 
know anything about is the fellowship 
of God’s dear Son. .. . I remember years 
ago I was telling a brother about a 
certain missionary, and this brother to 
whom I was speaking happened to be 
one of a particular group of Christians 
with which I am intimately associated. 
He looked rather’ bored while I was 
speaking with him, and when I had fin- 
ished, he said, ‘And is the brother in 
our fellowship?’ If you mean some lit- 
tle clique of Christians, no, I do not 
think he is in our fellowship; but if 
you mean the fellowship of the Son of 
God, yes, he is in our fellowship.” 

The Apostle John said, “Truly our 
fellowship is with the Father, and with 
his Son Jesus Christ.” 


“God is light, and in him is no dark- 
ness at all” (1 John 1:5).—Before we 
are told that “God is love” (1 John 4:8), 
we have this great fact revealed that 
“God is light.” This is what God is, es- 
sentially, in His own being—absolute 
purity. But He is also in the light of 
perfect and final revelation. 

How is it possible for a person who 
is conscious of his sinfulness to have en- 
joyable fellowship with a God who is 
absolutely holy? By turning away from 
the darkness, and coming to the light. 
“If we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship one with an- 
other, and the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son, cleanseth us from all [or every] 
sin.” Although the light reveals all the 
depravity, it also reveals the precious 
fact that the blood is in “the very place 
from which the light comes.” One who 
is walking in the light will not say that 
he has not sinned—nor will he say he 
has no sin. He knows he has been 
cleansed from the guilt of his sins by 
faith in Christ; and God is faithful and 
just to forgive all he confesses after- 
ward. 


Wawona, CALIF, 
4 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the title of our lesson 

today is “The Way of Christian Fel- 
lowship.” Let me illustrate this high 
type of fellowship with a practical busi- 
ness story. The biggest and finest sur- 
prise a certain boy ever got was on that 
day when he was called out of the shop 
to the manager’s office, and, reaching 
there trembling with fright, was told 
that he was promoted, and from that 
time would have a share in the profits 
of the business. 

It was almost too good to be true. 
Immediately the shop looked different— 
the whole plant looked different—the 
men, the tools, the materials, the very 
smoke from the big chimney, all took 
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on a kind of glory. The rows of ma- 
chines looked like a parade, and the 
mingled roar and grinding of them 
sounded like a brass band at a picnic. 
The dull routine of a daily schedule was 
suddenly changed to a thrilling program 
in every detail. 

Something had happened—not to the 
shop, but to him. His interest was 
changed. Now, instead of simply do- 
ing his daily task for daily pay, he was 
to share in the big objectives of the 
whole plant; he was taken into confi- 
dence and partnership with the man- 
agement. He was actually to share and 
rejoice in the achievements of a busi- 
ness which exported its products to 
evtry corner of the world. With what 
joy he realized that his capacity for 
higher and larger service had been rec- 
ognized, and that now he would have 
fellowship not only with the men in the 
shop, but also with the head of the 
plant! 

Now, fellows, that is just about what 
happened to Peter, Andrew, James, and 
John that morning on the shore of the 
Lake. They were simply engaged in 
making a living. One day was pretty 
much like another. Sometimes the fish- 
ing was good, sometimes not so good. 
Life was just a day-to-day affair, and 
rather disappointing at best to souls 
with capacify for so much larger and 
finer things. Su€denly, the Master, the 
creator and proprietor of the world, 
appeared and said, “Boys, it’s a dull life 
—just fishing day after day for fish; 
come and join me in a big and worth- 
while task—fishing for men.” 

And those four men caught the vision, 
left their nets, and followed Christ. Life 
for them took on a new meaning that 
day. Instead of a daily grind, it be- 
came an inspiring program with a grand 
objective. They found a new enjoyment 
in their fellowship with each other be- 
cause it was centered in the Master and 
the great things He was doing in the 
world. 

I am glad that God is so great and 
that His plans are so large that He is 
still calling out men to share them with 
Him and work out their fulfillment. And 
you and I, if we are wise, will gladly 
hear that call and promptly respond, for 
the transient things we daily seek are 
net sufficient to give us any real or 
permanent satisfaction, while we have 
the capacity for larger and better going. 
Oh, I don’t suppose we can all be min- 
isters of missionaries, though many of us 
may havwe that high privilege; but we shall 
find that a merchant’s life can be so 
planned as to be a means of rich service 
to God; that a lawyer, after all, can be 
a force in Christ’s Kingdom; that an 
engineer can lay out his life’s work so as 
to make straight the path and level the 
road for the King; that a schoolteacher 
can use his influence to bring pupils 
to the Master Teacher; that a physician 
has a peculiar opportunity to quicken 
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the spiritual lives of his patients; and 
that any legitimate occupation can be 
made to serve “man’s chief end” which 
is “to glorify God, and to enjoy him for 
ever.” 

And when you and I catch and fol- 
low that vision of our life task, what- 
ever it is, the whole plant changes, 
whether our job is in the shop, or in the 
office, or on the farm, or in the school- 
room or pulpit, because we have tasted 
of the power and the fellowship of a 
Spirit-filled life and a God-used career. 

Listen, fellows: He stands now in the 
morning of your life, on the shore of 
your little lake, calling you to a won- 
derful partnership and a happy fellow- 
ship! 

Let’s follow Him. 
WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ERE is a talk to be given to some- 
one for next Sunday. 


TALK (No. 13 in series) 

Psalm 15 starts, “Lord, who shall abide 
in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy 
holy hill?” The last verse is still answer- 
ing this question: “He that putteth not out 
his money to usury.”” This means that we 
should not charge unfair interest when 
lending money. A Christian gshould con- 
sider the good of other people, as well as 
his own advantage, He should never try 
to “get the best” of someone else, 

This morning we have two talks on 
“He that sweareth to his own hurt, and 
changeth not.” 

Our lesson today is on Christian love 
and fellowship. Turn to John 13:34, 35. 
I would like to tell you about a young 
man who obeyed this Scripture. Edwin 
had just graduated from teachers’ col- 
lege and needed a position badly. But 
at that time there were more teachers 
than positions. His home was near the 
college, and as many of the graduates 
were from the same area, there was keen 
competition for the nearby positions. 
Edwin needed one of these because he 
was the only son at home, his father 
was in poor health, and his parents de- 
pended on him for many things. 

One day the appointment bureau told 
him of a vacancy about twenty miles 
away. He hastened to apply, and on the 
way he prayed that, if it was the Lord’s 
will, he would get the position. 

But when he got there, whom should 
he meet coming out but another member 
of the college Christian Fellowship! 
This boy had heard of the vacancy from 
the teacher who was leaving. 

Before they decided whom to hire, 
one of the board members talked to 
Edwin. He said, “Do you know George 
McMean?” “Yes,” said Edwin. “He’s 


a fine fellow.” The director said: “I’m 
afraid we’re going to have a hard time 
choosing between you. You both have 
excellent recommendations. Your grades 
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are higher, but he got here first.” : 

Edwin might have said: “I need the 
position more than he does because my 
father is in very poor health. , George 
has no such problem.” But he did not. 
There was no certainty that George 
would get a position elsewhere, and he 
was his brother in Christ. So Edwin 
said, “Well, I’m sure that you won't re- 
gret it if you hire George.” 

They did hire George, and Ed got no 
teaching position that year. But the next 
year George got a position in another 
state, and immediately notified Edwin. 
When Ed went to apply, the same di- 
rector said to him: “You were right 
in recommending George McMean. We 
have never regretted hiring him. But 
now that he is leaving, I’m sure the 
board will be unanimous in electing you, 
because we were all impressed with 
your unusual attitude toward your 
rival.” So Edwin got his first teaching 
position, and when he started a Bible 
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class in the district that fall, it was well 
attended. The people of the district be- 
lieved that he was a real Christian as 
they had heard about his recommending 
his rival the year before. Edwin has 
been unusually successful profession- 
ally, as well as in his Christian witness. 
In the light of John 13:34, 35, we real- 
ize that the kind of thing Edwin did is 
the kind of thing all Christians should 
be doing. 

Now let us read 1 John 1. Our fel- 
lowship is, first of all, with God our 
Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 
But this fellowship also binds together 
all who are saved into one great tach 
ily in Christ. If we walk in this fel- 
lowship, we are full of joy. But some- 
times we let sin come in between us and 
the Lord, and that stops our fellowship 
with Him, Verse 9 tells us what to do 
in such a case. Isn’t it wonderful that 
if we confess to God our Father the 
particular sins which have marred our 
fgllowship, He not only forgives our 
Sins, but cleanses us from all unright- 
eousness! 

Verse 6 says that if we say we have 
fellowship with God and walk in dark- 
ness, we lie. Verse 11 of the next chap- 
ter explains that if we hate another 
Christian, we are walking in darkness, 
We must come to Him who is the Light, 
and ask Him to take all such wrong 
feelings out of our hearts. And He 
will. He will remind us of all He suf- 
fered because of our sins, and of His 
changeless love, in spite of our having 
often grieved Him. In the light of that, 
our anger with the other Christian will 
melt away. God will enable us to love 
her for Christ’s sake. He may even 
change her attitude, too. But whether 
she changes or not, we will have His 
smile! 

FERNDALE, WASR. 


“ 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


A Christian Ball of Yarn.—If we walk 
in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another, and 
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin (1 John 1:7, 
Golden Text). One of the greatest 
privileges of my life was when I trav- 
eled some years ago through a number 
of cities of the United States, to get 
in touch with the spiritually minded 
people of those cities. I found there 
existed in those various cities a fellow- 
ship—that if you could get hold of 
just one person who loved the Lord 
wholeheartedly, earnestly, and had an 
outspoken testimony for Him, it was 
just like the end of a ball of yarn, and 
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by pulling on that person, so to speak, 
you could find another, and another, 
and another. They ali knew one an- 
other; you could open up the whole 
spiritual life of a town, and find the 
people in the town who loved the Lord 
with a whole-hearted devotion. They 
knew one another.—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Jan- 
zen, Hillsboro, Kans. Prize illustration. 


No Limit to Its Treasure.—That which 

. we have seen with our eyes, which 
we have looked upon, and our hands 
have handled, of the Word of life (1 
John 1:1). There is gold in the rocks 
which fringe the Pass of the Slugen, 
connecting Switzerland with Italy in the 


Alps, 6,940 feet above the sea; gold even- 


in the stones which mend the roads; 
but there is too little of it to be worth 
extracting. Alas, how like many books 
and sermons! Not so the Scripture—they 
are “above fine gold” (Psa. 119:127); 
their very dust is precious.—Quoted from 
Baxendale, in the Illustrator. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


; Sharing Alike.—Our fellowship is with 
the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ 
(1 John 1:3). A dying judge, the day 
before he departed to be with the Lord, 
said to his pastor, “Do you know enough 
about law to understand what is meant 
by joint tenants?” “No,” was the re- 
ply. “I know nothing about law, but I 
knew a little about grace, and that sat- 
isfies me.” “Well,” he said, “if you and 
I were joint tenants on a farm, I could 
not say to you, That is your dill and 
this is mine; that is your blade of grass 
and this is mine, but we would share 
and share alike im everything on the 
place. I have just been lying here and 
thinking with unspeakable joy that 
Jesus Christ has nothing apart from me 
—that everything He has is mine—and 
we will share alike through all eter- 
nity.”—From Moody Monthly. Sent by 
the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


The Marvels of Light.—God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all (1 John 
1:5). God is light! Light is the source 
and sustenance of all life: the very 
plants wilt and die in the dark. Light 
is the source of all joy; the birds greet 
the dawrf with a burst of blithest song. 
Light is the source of all beauty. There 
is a loveliness, Richard Jefferies points 
out, that only light can impart. It red- 
dens the cherry; it gilds the apple; 
it tints the rose; it ripens the wheat; it 
touches a woman’s face with the golden 
brown of ripe life—ripe as a plum. As 
the great painters of women’s faces 
knew—Rubens, for instance—there is no 
other hue so beautiful as this human 
sunshine tint.” So that all life and all 
gladness and all beauty spring from 
light. Which is merely another way 


of saying that all life and all gladness 
and all beauty emanate from God: for 
“God is light, and in him is no darkness 
at all.”"—From “I Forgot To Say,” by Dr. 
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F. W. Boreham. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


Living as We Pray.—If we say that we 
have fellowship with him, and walk in 
darkness, we lie, and do not the truth 
(1 John 1:6). I knelt to pray when work 
was done and prayed, “O God, bless 
everyone. ... Lift from each burdened 
heart the pain and let the sick be well 
again.” . . . And then I woke another 
day and carelessly went on my way.... 
And all day long I did not try to wipe 
the tear from any eye... .I did not 
try to bear the load of any brother on 
the road..... I did not even go to see 
the sick man just next door to me. And 
then again when day was done, I prayed, 
“O God, bless everyone.” .. . And as I 
prayed into my ear there came a voice 
that whispered clear... . “Whom have 
you tried to bless today? Pause, hypo- 
crite, before you pray. . . . God’s richest 
blessings always go by hands that serve 
Him, here below.” . . . And then I hid 
my face and cried, “Forgive me, Lord, 
for I have lied. .. . Let me but see an- 
other day, for I would live the way I 
pray.”"—From Choice Gleanings Calen- 
dar. Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, 
Kans. 


The X Ray of God’s Truth.—If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us (1 John 
1:8). A young farmer friend of mine 
stepped in line with his neighbors and 
friends to have a chest X ray. The pic- 
ture showed a spot on his lung. He 
thought he was healthy until the X ray 
brought out the sad truth of tubercu- 
losis. How many people think that they 
are spiritually healthy, and even boast 
a little that there is really nothing wrong 
with their lives? Talk to them about 
their sins and they confess no such 
feelings, and therefore acknowledge no 
need of such a Saviour as Jesus Christ. 
How realistically John speaks of these 
people: “If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves.” Who could have 
convinced this young man to leave his 
farm and enter a sanatorium? But the 
X ray showed him the truth. That is 
what the light of God’s truth will do 
for your sin. This is the X ray of the 
soul that reveals our real condition and 
shows our need of “the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son [that] cleanseth us from 
all sin."—From William R. Buitendorp, 
in the Church Herald. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Something More Needed.—If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). 
In the days when street lights were gas 
a little boy had broken the glass of 
one. He was greatly disturbed. “What 
shall I do?” he asked his father in trepi- 
dation. “Do?” cried his father. “Tell 
the lamplighter about it; ask him whom 
you must pay; then go and settle like a 
man.” This very practical way of deal- 
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ing with the matter was not what the 
boy was looking for, and he whim- 
peringly replied, “I—I—thought that all 
I had to do was to ask God to forgive 
me.” God will freely forgive us when, in 
obedience to His Word, we turn our 
steps into the way of righteousness.— 
From the Alliance Weekly. Sent by 
Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus Christ’s Way of Love 
(John 13:3-5, 12-15; 1 John 2:3) 


AVE you ever sung “We Are Climb- 

ing Jacob’s Ladder”? Well, I don’t 
think you ever climbed Jacob’s ladder! 
Only angels were traveling on that! But 
what \about Peter’s ladder, the one he 
set for you to climb? (Draw the lad- 
der design used last Sunday, and have 
the children suggest the steps they can 
recall, putting the ones about love at 
the top.) 

“We are climbing Peter’s ladder, sol- 
diers of the cross.” Now imagine we 
are standing on the rung below and 
wondering how to step onto the “loving 
Christians” rung. Suppose we ask the 
Lord Jesus, the great teacher, how to 
do that. I imagine He answers, “Watch 
Me.” He is at a supper table with His 
friends, though one of them is ready to 
turn traitor. Everyone’s bare feet are 
dusty. According to the washing-up 
ways of those days, someone should take 
a basin of water and wash their feet, 
as there is no slave in this group of 
friends to do it for them. The Lord 
Jesus knows God has put everything 
into His hands as supreme ruler. . He 
knows He came from God and jis going 
back to God. But look! He is getting 
up from the table and taking off His 
outer clothes. He takes a big towel 
and fastens it around His waist like a 
Slave’s apron. He is pouring water into 
the washbasin and begins to wash the 
disciples’ feet and wipe them with the 
towel that He has around His waist. You 
would skip Judas, wouldn’t you? But 
not He! Why, He steps right up to the 
top rung and “loves” even though Judas 
is not a friend but a secret enemy! After 
the last pair of dusty feet is finished, 
He puts on His clothes, and sits down 
again. -“Do you understand what I 
have done for you?” He asks. “You. 
call Me Teacher, and Lord, and you are 
right. I am. So if I, your Lord and 
Teacher, washed your feet, you ought 
to do it for each other. I have set you 
an example to do as I have done for 
you.” 

Well, now, nobody's feet here need 
washing! Then how are we going to 
follow His example? Whatever needs 
doing that we can do would be the same, 
wouldn’t it? Maybe nobody needs any 
help right now, but wait until you get 
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home! Listen, the Lord has one more 
thing to say: “A new commandment I 
give unto you, That ye love on another” 
(John 13:34, Memory Verse). 

John was there that evening and the 
Lord washed his feet for him. John 
must have felt ashamed. To think that 
he had not been willing to wash their 
feet, and the Lord of Glory, the Son of 
God, had done it! The Lord’s lesson on 
love burned right into his heart, and he 
never forgot it. He wanted all Chris- 
tians to remember, so he wrote them a 
letter. Some of you have received one. 
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Dear Ted: By this we know that we 
know Him, if we keep His rules. Any- 
one who says, “I know Him,” but does 
not keep His rules is a liar. Dear 
friends, it is not a new rule that I write 
you, but an old rule that you have had 
from the first (1 John 2:3, 4, 7). 

JOHN. 


Now what rule do you think John 
meant? 


Dear friends: Let us love each other. 
Love is from God. Everyone who loves 
is a child of God and knows God. Any- 
one who does not love does not know 
God, because God is love. Love is 
in this, not that- we loved God, 
but He loved us and sent His Son 
to pay for our sins. Dear friends, if 
God loved us so, we also ought to love 
each other (1 John 4:7, 8, 10, 11). 

JOHN. 


Dear children: Let us not love by 
what we say or with the tongue, but 
by what we do and in truth (1 John 
3:18). 

JOHN. 

Orono, MAINE. 


For Primary Teachers 


By Helen E. Odenwelder 


EDDY was at camp. It was not an 

ordinary camp, though. It was a 
fine Christian camp where the boys 
learned many things besides fishing, 
swimming, and boating. Each morning, 
first thing, the boys and their cabin 
counselor studied God’s Word together. 
They prayed together. Later in the 
morning, there was a Bible class when 
all of the campers learned important 
lessons from the precious Book of God. 
This was not the first year that Teddy 
was at‘camp. No, indeed. He had been 
coming since he was very little. Soon 
he would .be too big for boys’ camp. 
Teddy was a Christian, too. He had 
received the Lord Jesus Christ as his 
own Saviour. He was a_ born-again 
Christian—born into the family of God. 
Many truths of the Word of God he had 
learned at camp. Many more he had 
learned at home, for his parents loved 
the Lord. 

So that camp would not be too ex- 
pensive for the boys, the leaders had 
arranged beforehand that certain chores 
around the camp would be done by the 
boys themselves. They kept_the whole 
camp clean, for example. But when it 
was clean-up time, it was not simply a 
time to do hard work. The counselors 
made fun out of it. The boys of each 
cabin had a race to see which cabin 
could get the biggest pile of junk. Then 
winners were treated to ice cream. And 
a huge bonfire followed. That was fun. 
When thére was corn to be husked for 
supper, the boys raced to see who could 
get the largest pile of corn husked. The 
boys raced—all but one, That was 
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Teddy. Oh, no, he wouldn’t husk corn. 
Not him. He would eat plenty of it— 
perhaps more than his share—later on. 
But he wouldn't. enter the race. “Let 
the others do it,” he shouted. “Not me, 
I don’t have to work at this camp.” And 
Teddy didn’t work. 

You should have seen how disap- 
pointed his cabinmates were. They 
could easily have won the race if he 
had helped. How disappointed Teddy’s 
counselor was! He knew that Teddy 
was a Christian. He was eager for 
Teddy to be a good example to other 
campers who were not Christians. How 
disappointed the camp leader was! Teddy 
had been taught God’s Word over and 
over again. Surely by now he was big 
enough to know, the importance of liv- 
ing a life that was an example to every- 
one else. How disappointed the Lord 
Jesus was! He had died for Teddy. 
He loved him. He wanted Teddy to do 
even little things as a sign that he loved 
Him. But Teddy didn’t husk corn. 

Once in the long, long ago when the 
Lord Jesus lived on earth, He wanted to 
give His disciples (and us!) a very im- 
portant lesson. Soon He would leave 
them. Soon He would die for them 
(and for us!). He was eating His last 
supper. together with His disciples. While 
they were eating, the disciples—who 
should have been thinking only about 
the dear Son of God—were arguing 
about who was going to be counted as 
the greatest disciple (Luke 22:24). 
Think of that! Nor was it the first time 
that they were concerned about that, 
I'm sorry to say. The Bible tells us that 
once before they had had the same kind 
of argument (Matt. 20: 20-28; Mark 10: 35- 
45). On yet another time, though ap- 
parently they did not argue about it, 
they did ask the Lord Jesus who was 
going to be the greatest in Heaven 
(Matt. 18:1). 

Soon the Lord Jesus would be leav- 
ing them. He would die. He would 
rise again. He would later return to 
Heaven. Then He would not be with 
them to guide them and to teach them. 
What they had to learn must be learned 
at once. The Lord Jesus knew al] that 
was to happen. He knew, too, that be- 
fore too long He would have great 
glory when, once again, He was with 
His Father God in Heaven. He could 
have, therefore, on that last night that 
He was with His disciples, taken off 
His ordinary clothes and put on a beau- 
tiful, royal robe. His followers might 
have realized then how really wonder- 
ful He was. They probably would have 
fallen at His feet and worshiped Him. 
But, no, He did not do that. Instead 
He took off His coat and, taking a towel, 
poured water into a basin. Then he 
did the most amazing thing! He washed 
the dirty feet of His disciples. That was 
the work of a slave in those days, 
Surely, if they had learned all of the 
lessons that they should have learned 
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from Him, they would have washed His 
feet. But they did not. He washed 
theirs. That night, only a short time 
before He died for them, He -showed 
them one of the most important lessons 
of all that He had taught, It was this: 
The servant of the Lord Jesus is not 
greater than He is. If He was willing 
to serve those who should have been 
serving Him, then we also should do as 
He did (John 13:16, 17), 

I hope Teddy has learned this lesson 
by now. By the way, have you learned 
it? 

LANCASTER, Pa, 

ve 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 599) 

1. Hebrews and 1 John, 

2. Its similarities to the Gospel of John, 
and ancient tradition. 

3. Five—the Gospel, the three epistles, 
and the Revelation. 

4. Probably to the churches of the 
Asian circuit, where his later ministry 
was fulfilled. 

5. The Word (logos). 

6. That it was firsthand and intimate 
(1 John 1:1, 3). 

7. (1) Extension of the fellowship; 
(2) enlargement of the joy. 


8. Fellowship between the believer and 
God (Father and Son, v. 3), and fellow- 
ship among the believers (v. 7). 


9. Sin as an indwelling principle (v. 8), 
and sin as committed deeds (v. 10). 

10. (1) It is self-deception; (2) it makes 
God out a liar. 

ELMuuvrstT, ILL, 
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Children at Home 


Il. Mariya’s Reward 


A tue story 
By Marjorie A. Clark 


ARIYA stirred and stirred the mush > 


in the big pot, her feet holding 
it steady against the stones. But she 
was not thinking about the mush, or 
even about her baby brother pulling 
at her arm. She was remembering the 
feast of the night before when the Ank- 
washi girls (Helpers) had feasted and 
celebrated because her friend Mwanza 
was true to the Lord Jesus and had not 
followed the heathen rites in going to 
initiation camp. 

She was grown _up, too, Mariya 
thought to herself. Absently she patted 
the baby’s head. It was time she had a 
baby of her own, a hut of her own, and 
a husband to make mush for. She was 
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seventeen now, and lots of the girls in the 
village married before they were her 
age. 

Mariya could have married long ago, 
she knew, but al] the suitors who had 
come to talk to her people had been 
heathen, and Mariya had refused them. 
She knew she would never be happy 
with someone who was not a Christian, 
and were not the customs in the heathen 
villages different from those in Christian 
villages? 

There, the mush was done. She lifted 
the big pot and put it at the side of the 
fire. In the distance she could hear the 
sound of clapping and voices shouting 
the greeting for visitors. Who could 
have come to the village? She ran to 
the door of the compound, but her 
mother came running and pushed Ma- 
riya back out of sight. 

“Oh, my mother, what is it? Why did 
you run home sq quickly? Do we need 
more mush? Are there visitors for sup- 
per?” 

Her mother’s eyes were sparkling. 

“No, no,” she said. “I hear a party 
of young men has arrived from a Chris- 
tian village. One of them has heard 
about you, my daughter, and perhaps 
has seen you at church. He has heard 
that you are a good girl and an age to 
be married, so he has come to ask your 
hand.” 

“But, Mother, who is he? What is he 
like?” In spite of herself Mariya could 
not keep the excitement out of her voice, 
nor keep her heart from pounding in 
a strange, unusual way. 

“I do not yet know anything about 
him, my daughter.” 

“But you know that he is a Chris- 
tian?” 

“Yes, that much I know. He is in- 
deed a Christian, a true believer in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and it is because he 
will not marry a heathen girl that he 
has come here. He has been told that 
you, too, are a true believer.” 

Mariya buried her face in her hands, 
Could it be really true? First, Mwanza 
had been honored because she had been 
true to the Lord, and now were her own 
prayers going to be answered? Would 
she be married to one who, like herself, 
wanted to be a helper? 

As soon ‘as she caught sight of him 
she knew that indeed her prayers had 
been answered. This was someone she 
could care for; he looked clean and 
straight and good. Although custom 
forbade her to talk to him or really 
look at him, she saw enough for her 
heart to be sure. 

Because he had come from a faraway 
village the wedding was set for the next 
week. On the wedding day a big parcel 
arrived from the mission station. In- 
side were three new dresses and three 
kerchiefs with them. Mariya hug- 
ged herself with delight. Which one 
should she wear? It, was so hard to 
choose! In the end she wore them all, 


one dress on top of the other, and all 
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the kerchiefs on her head! Her friends, 
the Ankwashi, came to help her get 
ready, and they decked her with beads 
and flowers, and then they walked her 
to the schoolroom. 

Mariya didn’t raise her eyes, but she 
could hear the singing of male voices 
coming from the other side of the vil- 
lage. It was the bridegroom and his 
friends. Soon they went in together. 
Not once did Mariya raise her eyes to 
look at her new husband, but glancing 
sideways she could see his white suit, 
and the dahlia in his buttonhole. 

After the ceremony they went to the 
village to watch the people eat the great 
wedding feast. There were mounds of 
hot mush, and boiled chicken and meat, 
but Mariya and her husband did not 
share in the feast. Only when all the 
guests had eaten as much as they could, 
would the bride and groom be able to 
go to their new little home decorated 
with banana. leaves and flowers and eat 
their bridal meal. 


When they reached the house, Mariya 


was almost too excited to eat, in spite 
of the hollow feeling inside. She knew 
she would not be able to eat with her 
husband again, but as a wife it would 
be her job to prepare his food and serve 
him first and eat her own afterward 
alone, according to the custom of her 
people. 

As she dipped her fingers into the 
mush his hand caught hers. 

“Let us thank God for our food,” he 
whispered. Mariya bowed her head and 
waited, but it was a few minutes before 
the new bridegroom spoke. When he 
did, it was not just to thank God for 
the food, but also for His guidance in 
bringing them together, and for keeping 
this lovely: girl and true believer for 
him, to be his own wife. He prayed 
that they might serve the Lord together. 

“Amen!” said Mariya, brushing her 
hand across her eyes. Why was she 
crying like this? Then she raised her 
head and smiled into the eyes of her 
husband. 

(To be continued) 


Stricken While Teaching 
(Continued from page 597) 


any other point of view, those rocks 
look like: any other part of the White 
Mountains, but from Profile Lake the 
clear outlines of the striking face of the 
Old Man are clearly discernible, im- 
pressive, unforgettable. This inspired 
Frances Ann Johnson to write: 


Within a small, tree-shadowed space 
I can: look up and see a Face 
Ice-chiseled long ago, 

If I desert that favored sphere, 

The noble features disappear 

And only ledges show. 

It all depends on where I stand 

If shapeless rock or something grand 
Is visible to me, 
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And what I choose to keep in view 
Becomes a part of all I do 
And all I hope to be. 


T'll have to choose with equal care 
The stand I take in life, for there 
Within my little place ‘ 

I'll either see just rock and sky 

And never know or wonder why— 
Or I'll behold a Face. 


Our beloved brother beheld a face. 
It was the face of Jesus Christ, and 
Him crucified. He quoted what the Mas- 
ter said in John 10:9, “I am the door: 
by me if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved.” Then he added: “We must be 
saved through the atoning blood of 
Jesus Christ, who was crucified for our 
sins. And that is the only way of sal- 
vation.” Those were his last words. 
What glorious words they were! They 
were the secret of his beautiful life. 
They were the words he coveted for 
everyone else. How holy, how deeply 
inspiring, indeed, how comforting that 
God should take him then, in the church 
he loved, doing the Master’s work! 

Now, what does this all mean for you 
and for me? What lessons does it 
teach? To what pathway does it point? 





Preamble to the Will 
of Lloyd B. Hershey 


I commit my soul into the hands 
of my Saviour, in full confidence 
that, having redeemed it and 
washed it in His most precious 
blood, He will present it faultless 
before the throne of my Heavenly 
Father; and I entreat my children 
to maintain and defend, at all 
hazard, and at any cost of per- 
sonal sacrifice, the blessed doc- 
trine of the complete atonement 
for sin through the blood of Jesus 
Christ, once offered, and through 
that alone. 











Allow me to illustrate. There is a 
lovely true story coming out of Scot- 
land, concerning a Scottish Highland lad 
who took care of his father’s sheep. He 
was only twelve, but with the help of his 
shepherd dog he shepherded the sheep. 
The dog and the lad were fast friends. 
They were always together. One day 
the little lad fell ill with fever. In a 
few days he died. The funeral proces- 
sion wound its way from the little lad’s 
home, some five miles across the hills 
to the little cemetery where the body 
was laid at rest. But the dog was not 
to be left behind. He only knew that 
the carriage hearse contained the body 
of his master. So, he followed all the 
way. When the grave was covered and 
the people went away, that shepherd 
dog stayed behind. He laid himself 
down at the head of the grave. Some 
tried to chase him away, telling him to 
go home, but he refused to move. “Let 
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him alone, he’ll go home in an hour or 
two.” But that shepherd dog stayed all 
through the night and all the next day, 
and the day after that, and the follow- 
ing day. The next day a flock of sheep 
strayed near. That they were out of 
their place was easy to discern. The 
shepherd dog recognized those sheep as 
belonging to his master’s flock. They 
had gotten lost. Quick as a flash he 
knew his duty, and away he went, 
rounding up the sheep, leading and driv- 
ing them back home. That was his job. 
Nor can we stay here and mourn for 
him whom all of us loved and admired. 
Yes, we shall miss him. His steward- 
ship here in this life has ceased, but 
there is much to be done, much that 
he wants us to do, much that the Mas- 
ter is waiting for us to do. God’s Word 
in Christ must be proclaimed. It is a 
beautiful Word. It is a saving Word. 
It is the Word our world needs, we need, 
our fellow men need. We must be in- 
struments in the hands of God. 


Mr. Hershey’s last written prayer, 
planned for use at the conclusion of his 
Sunday school lesson, was this: “Ai- 
mighty God, teach us to pray so that we 
may come into Thy presence. In rev- 
erence we stand before Thee and pray 
the prayer Christ taught His disciples 
to pray. Help us to think of its deep 
meaning as we pray together. Our 
Father who art in Heaven,.. .” 

Mr. Hershey’s favorite verses of Scrip- 
ture were Isaiah 26:3, “Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace, whose mind is 
stayed on thee: because he trusteth in 
thee”; and Deuteronomy 31:6, 8: “Be 
strong and of a good courage, fear not, 
nor be afraid of them: for the Lord thy 
God, he it is that doth go with thee; 
he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 
... And the Lord, he it is that doth go 
before thee; he will be with thee, he 
will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: 
fear not, neither be dismayed.” 

His favorite hymn was, “How Firm a 
Foundation.” 


4 
With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 


Christianity Is Christ. By W. H. Grif- 
fith Thomas, D.D. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) 
Older readers of the Trues will remem- 
ber Dr. Thomas as orie of its leading les- 
son writers, author of several books on 
the Scriptures, and an unusually helpful 
Bible conference speaker. This is a new 
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edition, attractively bound and printed, 
of one of his: works in defense of the 
faith (reviewed in the Trmmes March 13, 
1948). It is sanctified re&soning at its 
best, answering skepticg’ objections and 
arguing for the truth of the facts of 
Christ’s birth, life, miracles, death, and 
resurrection, and the authority of His 
claims and teachings. Dr. Thomas quotes 
extensively from other authors, always 
giving his sources, and including over 
seventy writers in his bibliography. ’ 
Although written many years ago, 
these fourteen chapters are quite suit- 
able today for strengthening the faith of 
college students and presenting to think- 
ing people the basic truths of the Gos- 
pel in clear, systematic, and logical 
terms. “The Person and Work of Christ,” 
Says Dr. Thomas, “can and must be 
tried at the bar of Reason and of 
History, and no Christian can do other 
than welcome the fullest, freest, and 
most searching examination of the Per- 
Son of the Founder of our religion.” So 
he proceeds to face squarely the prob- 
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lems related to the virgin birth, mir- 
acles, death, and resurrection of Christ 
and answer them in a thoroughly satis- 
factory way. This is not light reading, 
yet it will amply repay the thoughtful 
reader who will patiently follow Dr. 
Thomas’s reasoning through to his Scrip- 
tural conclusions. 


Memoirs of China. By Minerva S. 
Weil. (May be had from the author, 
326 Cricket Ave., North Hilla, Pa. 50 
cents, paper.) As a young schoolteacher, 
Miss Weil heard the call to the mission 
field, and, after attending Moody Bible 
Institute, was sent out to China by the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church. Her 
experiences there are full of gripping 
human interest, as she tells of long, 
itinerating trips with a Bible woman and 
usually two other missionaries. The 
word pictures of her Chinese Christian 
friends are a warm and blessed testi- 
mony to God’s faithfulness. There is 
an account of one experience in 1926, 
when her party was captured by forty 
armed bandits and held prisoners for 
seventeen days. In spite of terror and 
hardship, she had an unfailing conscious- 
ness of God’s continual presence. She 
was back in China when the Commu- 
nists took over, and witnessed many 
of the bombings in World War II. The 
little brochure is beautifully printed and 
well illustrated. The Introduction is by 
John E. Phillips, seventeen-year-mis- 
sionary in the Sudan. 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, August 12 
2. Pools of Healing 
(2 Kings 5:9-14; John 5:1-9; 9:6, 7) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


ONTINUING our imaginary journey 

to places in the Holy Land, we are 
to visit this week some of the places 
that are mentioned in the Scriptures 
as pools or rivers of healing. The thera- 
peutic value of bathing has long been 
recognized in the treatment of certain 
diseases. Cold or hot baths may 
be prescribed by the doctor in the treat- 
ment of diseases, such as fevers, 
convulsions, and the like. 

What is more, certain places have long 
been famous, for natural springs whose 
waters, because of their wealth of min- 
eral content, have become famous for 
the treatment of such ills as rheu- 
matism, acute heart disease, and the 
like. Carlsbad in Czechoslovakia, Nau- 
heim in Germany, and Saratoga, N. Y., 
in our own United States, are such 
places. Thousands journey to these spas 
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Enjoy Our Hawaiian 
Party This Autumn 


Especially for readers of The Sun- 
day School Times, who have trav- 
eled with our Christian Fellowship 
Cruises to Alaska, and who now de- 
sire another trip of the same kind 
to Hawaii, a vacation party has been 
organized for September 26 to Octo- 
ber 18. Vista dome trains will be 
used, also stratoliner over the sea to 
Honolulu, and S.S. Lurline return- 
ing to California. Program in Ha- 
waii is comprehensive, and under 
leadership of Mrs. Dorothy Robert- 
son, of Honolulu, the perfect 
hostess. 


You are invited to go with our 
congenial party of Christian friends. 
You will enjoy the good fellowship 
and a glamorous, unforgettable 
travel adventure. This is our first 
tour to Hawaii, but it will be han- 
dled by the Northern Pacific Rail- 
way Co., which has co-operated 
with Sunday School Times for the 
past 20 years in successful opera- 
tion of Alaskan cruises. The 
Northern Pacific has had many 
parties to Hawaii during the past 
three years and is thoroughly de- 
pendable. 


If you enjoy travel, you will find 
the Christian Fellowship Vacation 
Party to Hawaii particularly satis- 
factory. Escorts do all the work. 
Members of the party just have a 
carefree time, with all details han- 
dled for them. Here is your oppor- 
tunity to experience an outstanding 
vacation trip with a congenial 
Christian group. 


A free illustrated folder,“Hawaii,” 
has been published. Send for your 
copy, please. Then, after studying 
it over, if you desire to join the 
Christian Fellowship Cruise to Ha- 
Waii, you will be most welcome. 
Please address 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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every year in the hope of being relieved 
of pains and ills. 
ve 

In the case of the Jordan River, the 
pool of Bethesda, and the pool of Siloam, 
which are included in our travel itin- 
erary this week, it is of course impos- 
sible to say today whether or not there 
was any medicinal value in their waters 
at the time the incidents mentioned in 
the three Scripture portions for this 
week took place. The implication from 
2 Kings 5 is that there was no virtue in 
the Jordan waters themselves. The pool 
of Bethesda, however, did have a repu- 
tation of some healing value. 

In the case of Naaman, the leper, it 
is evident from the record that his heal- 
ing came not because of the Jordan 
waters but because of faith in the living 
God. That faith was imperfect at first, 
but was strengthened when he obeyed 
Elisha’s instructions, and Naaman came 
to know for a certainty that the God 
of the Israelites was the true God, and 
he vowed from that time forth neither 
to offer burnt offering nor sacrifice to 
any other god (2 Kings 5:15, 17). 

ve 

The second Scripture portion takes us 
to the pool of Bethesda in the time of 
our Lord. It was located near the Sheep 
Gate and north of the Temple area, and 
it seems to have been fed by an inter- 
mittent spring, which may have given 
rise to the tradition that at various 
times an angel “troubled the water.” 
Here, many lame and paralyzed and 
blind people gathered, each hoping to 
be the first to get into the water after 
the water had been disturbed. 

Just why the Lord Jesus chose this 
particular man of this group mentioned 
in John 5 and healed him, we are not 
told. But we do know that the man 
had been coming to the pool for some 
time, and that he had been infirm for 
thirty-eight years. Certainly the Lord’s 
heart was touched by the man’s inability 
to move fast enough to get into the pool, 
and by his knowledge of the man’s long 
illness. Perhaps he also saw in the man 
something that showed that his faith 
could be aroused. [Illness or lameness 
does not always mean that a person has 
sinned, but notice that in this case the 
Lord not only healed the man of his 
physical ills, but later, when He met 
him in the Temple, warned him to for- 
sake the sin that had brought the dis- 
ability upon him. 

Did you ever know of anyone who, in 
time of difficulty or sickness, cried out 
to God for help and then, after the help 
came, forgot to give God the glory and 
slipped back into their old ways? Did 
you ever do this? We dare not trifle 
with God, or presume upon His mercy. 

we 

The pool of Siloam which is mentioned 
in the third Scripture portion was to 
the south of the city of Jerusalem and 
was fed by an aqueduct or tunnel from 
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the Fountain of the Virgin. In the in- 
cident described in this portion in John 
9, the healing of the blind man is not 
attributed to any healing virtues of the 
water, but, as in the case of the impotent 
man near the pool of Bethesda, to the 
miracle-working power of the Lord 
Jesus Himself. The blind man’s part in 
the miracle was that of obedience to 
the Lord’s command, indicating his faith 
in the Lord Jesus. 

You may never be able to open the 
physical eyes of a blind person, but you 
can have a part in opening his spiritual 
eyes by making known to, him what- 
God’s Word has to say concerning sal- 
vation and belief on the Lord Jesus. 
Are you thus willing to be a pool of 
healing to those who do not know Him 
or serve Him? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Suhday School Lésson Committee. 


August 6 to 12 


Mon.—John 13:3-15. Love to the End. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Having loved 
his own which were in the world, he 
loved them unto the end” (v. 1). Dwell 
upon the changelessness of your Lord’s 
love: His abiding, unalienable, everlast- 
ing, undeserved love. Meditate on its 
glorious exhibition in’ creation and in 
Christ’s incarnation, life, death, resur- 
rection, ascension, ministry in Heaven, 
and in His work of salvation. Believe it; 
know it; feel it; and tell of it. Let it 
melt your heart, give power to your wit- 
ness and work for Christ. Pray for 
William Jennings Bryan University, 
Dayton, Tenn. 


Tues.—Philippians 2:1-11. 
Be of One Mind. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIons: “Let this mind be 
in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” 
If Christ be in your every thought and ac- 
tion, you will in all things in life and labor 
show that you have the mind of Christ. 
You will then show the fruit of the 
Spirit (Gal. 5:22, 23). Are you of one 
mind in the Lord? Are you hearing 
and obeying “what the Spirit saith unto 
the churches”? (Rev. 2:7.) Pray for 
Bob Jones University, Greenville, S. C. 


Wed.—1 John 1:1-10. 
Fellowship With One Another. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “If we Wwalk in 
the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin.” Do you, in your fel- 


lowship with Christian. believers, show 
that you truly have fellowship with God 
Do 


by keeping the Commandments? 





- God’s truth to others 


you love your brother whom you can see? 
Then you thus know that you love God 
whom you cannot see. All who really 
love God love believers also. Brother 
love plays a very important part in get- 
ting answers to prayer (Matt. 5:23; see 
1 Pet. 3:7). Pray for Philadelphia Bible 
Institute, Philadelphia. 


Thurs.—1 John 2:1-11. 
Love of the Brethren. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He that loveth 
his brother abideth in the light.” Our 
love to God is indicated in love to breth- 
ren. Lack of love to others evidences 
lack of love to God. God will test in 
different situations and under various 
circumstances the sincerity of our pro- 
fessed love to the people. Faith and 
hope are good only when they are dc- 
companied with love. Put on love. Walk, 
work, and abound in it. Pray for Spur- 
geon’s Homes, Birchington, Kent, Eng. 


Fri—1 John 2:12-25. Abiding Forever. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He that doeth 
the will of God abideth for ever.” This 
was Mr. Moody’s favorite verse. The 
secret of permanent divine blessing, 
honor, and glory lies within this prom- 
ise for you as a believer. Has God 
wrought in you the will to do His good 
pleasure? Have you definitely said to Him, 
“Take my will and make it Thine; it 
shall be no longer mine”? Pray for 
Birchmuir (Christian) Lodge, Stony 
Lake, Ont., Can. 

Sat.—2 John. Following the Truth. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I rejoiced greatly 
that I found of thy children walking in 
truth, as we have received a command- 
ment from the Father.” The Father’s 
commandment concerning His Son is, 
“Hear ye him” (Matt. 17:5). Our God 
is a God of truth; and the Son of God 
is for us “the way, the truth, and the 
life.” Do you walk in the truth and 
keep His commandments, which are not 
grievous? . Receive the truth, love it, 
abide in it, be cleansed by it, and speak 
it faithfully gs you have opportunity. 
Pray for Montrose Bible Conference, 
Montrose, Pa. * 


Sun.—3 John. 
Fellow Workers in the Truth. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Fellow help- 
ers to the truth.” Does the truth of 


‘Christ have place in your heart? If 


so, then you are bound, by grace, 
to propagate it according to your 
ability and opportunities. As God’s 
truth works in your own soul and in- 
fluences you by the power of the 
Spirit, you will be able to present 
influentially. 
Unrighteous practices hold back the 
truth from others. We promote truth 
only in so far as we love and obey it. 
Obey the truth, and you will be 
blessed in proclaiming the _ truth, 
Pray for the Victorious Life Confer- 
ences at America’s Keswick, Keswiek 
Grove, N., J. 





